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Americans are traveling on roads in record
numbers. In 2000, Americans traveled

more than 2.7 trillion vehicle miles,
nearly four times the amount in 1960,

and more than half of the travel was in urban areas,

on crowded and often congested highways.
Nonetheless, large, new road construction proj-

ects, once considered routine, have shrunk dramat-

ically in number. Trends suggest that most road
construction will be limited to improving the level of
service and efficiency within highway corridors. The
immediate need of preserving and maintaining the
highway investment, therefore, has become a nation-
wide challenge.

The nation's highways, built by earlier genera-
tions, are valued at more than $1. 75 trillion. As

responsible stewards of the highway system, present
and future generations must not allow this invest-
ment to deteriorate.

Preservation Investments
Although the methods and assumptions for estimat-
ing highway and bridge investments are evolving,
projects that preserve the infrastructure are good
investments from a public policy perspective. Preser-

Crack sealing
is a first line
of defense in

pavement
preservation.

vation investments improve the condition and per-
formance of the highway system and reduce the
backlog of deficiencies.

The deficiencies projected for the next 20 years
can be attributed primarily to pavement deterioration
and travel growth. Since the early 1990s, when con-
struction of the Interstate system wound down, the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has
increased focus on preservation to address the dete-
rioration of the nation's infrastructure. The approach
combines traditional engineering-based analytical
tools with sensible economic guidelines to preserve
transportation investments.




